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Fallen Hero

Cornell Scott,
Hill Health Center

“in crisis,” Cornell (Scotty) Scott

saw that many in New Haven
weren’t being served by the traditional
system. Low-income people, immigrants
and the uninsured found it difficult to
see a doctor and even more difficult to
pay the bills.

Long before health care was officially

By the time Scott died this summer at
age 73, he was recognized as key to the
establishment of the state’s network

of community health centers, which
serves as a national model of affordable,

Scott's watchword: ‘If it is
something our patients need
for their better health,

let's try to do it.

Cornell Scott,

1935-2008

Visionary shaped community health-center network

comprehensive care. Scott was also
a recognized national leader in the
community health-center movement.

“He is considered the pioneer and
trailblazer for the growth and
sustainability of federally qualified
health centers,” says James Rawlings,
executive director of community health
at Yale-New Haven Hospital. “Those
who have no recourse always have the
centers as a provider.”

Executive director of Hill Health Corp.
at the time of his death, Scott worked

for 40 years in the cause of local and
affordable health care. In the 1980s, as
president of the National Association of
Community Health Centers, Scott fought
to keep federal funding flowing during

a period of budget cuts and is credited
with helping the movement survive.

“Scotty was very skillful, very diplomatic
and very successful in helping
individuals understand the role of
[community health centers],” Rawlings
says. “He did a wonderful job.”
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Scott came to New Haven in the 1960s
from his native Arkansas to study public
health at Yale. After earning his master’s
in 1968 he took the post of direcror

of training and education ar the newly
created Hill Health Center.

At the time Scotr was named the center’s
executive director, in 1972, Hill Health’s
budger was less than a million dollars
with only about 70 people on staff.

Today the Hill Healch Corp. manages 17
sites across the state with a total annual
budget of $40 million and nearly 500
employees. Mare than 28,000 clients
from 100 cities and towns were served
last year and the center recorded more
than 175,000 patient visits.

As a leader of the center, Scott was
revered for his vision as well as a lajd-
back management style, says Robert
Kilpatrick, Hill Health Corp.’s director
of development.

“He would give a lot of free rein to the
people working underneath him — that
was one of things I liked about him,”
Kilpatrick says. “He was inspiring me
to do as much as I could in developing
programs and grant resources.,”

Scott believed in expanding Hill
Health to meet the community’s needs,
Kilpatrick adds.

“He wanted to provide as many services
as seemed to be reasonable for a
community health center,” Kilpatrick
says. “That was his guiding light: If it
was something our patients needed for
their better health, let’s try to do it.”

In addition to building Hill Health,
Scott rose to national prominence in the
1980s when Reagan-era budget-cutring
threatened the entire foundation of
community health centers. Scotr worked
with legislators and cabiner officials to
preserve funding and highlight the role
of centers as part of the health-care
safety net.

In later years he helped to found and
lead the Community Health Center
Association of Connecticut and the
Community Health Network of
Connecticut, a nonprofit managed care
organization for Medicaid patients.
Scott also served on the boards of the
Connecticut Hospice, Gaylord Hospital,
the Community Foundation for Greater
New Haven, Yale-New Haven Hospital
and the Hill Development Corp., among
others.

In 2003, more than 1,000 people
honored Scott’s accomplishments at a
tribute at Yale’s Woolsey Hall. Funds

raised at the event also helped endow a

scholarship in his name at Yale’s School

of Epidemiology and Public Health.

Scott died on August 28 after battling
cancer for Several years.

As community health centers nationwide
face an uncertain funding environment,
Kilpatrick says Scotr’s work was crucial

in laying strong foundations for the
future.

“Now [community health centers] are
really quite a force in getting basic
health care to low-income people,”

Kilpatrick says. “That hasn’t been easy,
but the movement is still going strong.”

The centers are especially crucial in
states like Connecticur that have no

public hospital system, Rawlings adds.

“It provides some safety net,” he says.

With 47 million Americans and counting

uninsured, health centers “are more
important cthan ever.”

— Liese Klein
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You could impact the lives of the 20.8 million Americans
who suffer from Type 2 Diabetes by being a part of
medical history. The discovery of new medicines can
only happen through Phase | Clinical Research Studies.

You complete the equation.
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WE'VE GOT IT ALL.

INDEPENDENT AND ASSISTED LIVING

GERIATRIC ASSESSMENT
ACUTE CARE HOSPITAL
HOME HEALTH AND HOSPICE

INPATIENT AND OUTPATIENT REHAB
NATIONALLY ACCREDITED CARE

PEACE OF MIND

Masonicare’s continuum of care is open to all and
unparalleled in the state. For more information
On our services or any senior issue, call the

Masonicare HelpLine at 888-679-9997.

How may we help yyou?

Call toll-free: 800 254-6393

Healthy Volunteers Needed for Clinical Research Studies.
You will be paid for your time. Call today to find out more.

A Masonicare &

WWw.masanicare,org
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