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L
ong before health care was officially 
'in crisis," Cornell (Scotty) Scott 
saw that many in New Haven 

weren't being served by the traditional 
system. Low-income people, immigrants 
and the uninsured found it difficult to 
see a doctor and even more difficult to 
pay the bills. 

By the time Scott died this summer at 
age 73, he was recognized as key to the 
establishment of the state's network 
of community health centers, which 
serves as a national model of affordable, 
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comprehensive care. Scott was also 
a recognized national leader in the 
community health-center movement. 

"He is considered the pioneer and 
trailblazer for the growth and 
sustainability of federally qualified 
health centers," says James Rawlings, 
executive director of community health 
at Yale-New Haven Hospital. "Those 
who have no recourse always have the 
centers as a provider." 

Executive director of Hill Health Corp. 
at the time of his death, Scott worked 

for 40 years in the cause of local and 
affordable health care. In the 1980s, as 
president of the National Association of 
Community Health Centers, Scott fought 
to keep federal funding flowing during 
a period of budget cuts and is credited 
with helping the movement survive. 

"Scotty was very skillful, very diplomatic 
and very successful in helping 
individuals understand the role of 
[community health centers]," Rawlings 
says. "He did a wonderful job." 




